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MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Derek Carew-Hopkins � Personal Explanation 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt � Minister for Regional Development) [2.00 pm]: Yesterday, in 
response to a question by the Leader of the Opposition about the actions of a senior adviser, I said that if the 
matter raised by the Leader of the Opposition needed to be investigated, I would do so. Initial investigations 
immediately after question time yesterday revealed to me that, firstly, the document referred to by the Leader of 
the Opposition�being a draft resolution of no confidence in the Director General of the Department of 
Environment and Conservation�was not hand-delivered to shire representatives by the adviser in question, 
Derek Carew-Hopkins; and, secondly, that Mr Carew-Hopkins did have discussions with a representative from 
the Shire of Shark Bay about the shire�s dissatisfaction with the DEC�s performance. Mr Carew-Hopkins and the 
shire representative did discuss formalising the shire�s concerns about the DEC in the council resolution, 
although Mr Carew-Hopkins did not dictate the resolution to the shire representative. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, member for North West!  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I relayed these findings to the media yesterday, and at the time my comments were accurate 
to the best of my knowledge. 
Subsequent investigations this morning, including a conversation with both Derek Carew-Hopkins and the shire 
president of Shark Bay, Bob Eddington, have revealed to me the following: that Mr Carew-Hopkins was the 
author of the draft resolution of no confidence in the director general of the DEC; and that Mr Carew-Hopkins 
mailed a hard copy of this document to the Shark Bay shire president.  
I want to make it very clear to the house that I had no knowledge of Mr Carew-Hopkins� actions. I did not direct 
Mr Carew-Hopkins to take those actions, and I certainly do not condone what he did.  
 


